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Hello Knitters and Welcome Back to a New Guild Year! 

 While you are correct in thinking that our Guild does not currently 
have a president, I, as your FORMER President, have not abandoned 
you!  I stepped in as the acting president on a temporary basis after 
learning that Ellen Bowes, our newly-elected president had to step down 
from this position due to a family crisis.  Our Board and Committees have 
continued to work during the summer in order to bring you the excellent 
programming which you have come to expect. 

 The TRKG Board would, however, like to express our concern 
that we still need to acquire a president to take Ellen’s place.  We hope 
that more of you can contribute to the continued success of Three Rivers 
Knitting Guild this year, not only to help us fill the president’s position, but 
also in lending a hand with our activities. 

 At the Board summer planning meeting, we agreed on “Passport 
to Knitting” as the new yearlong theme.  Find out how you can participate 
in this new theme at the first meeting, Tuesday, September 18, at the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship hall; 401 West Ave. S.; 6:30 PM.  Beth 
will explain how they will work into our programming for the year.  
REMINDER: park on a side street if you are able to walk and you don’t 
have stuff to schlep.  The parking lot is not very big.  Thanks. 

 As always, you can pick up your 2018-19 TRKG Membership 
Card from Dianne Bone, and/or join the guild for $25.  These cards entitle 
you to a discount at our sponsor shops.  New this year are two sponsors: 
YarnCakes, a new shop in West Salem, and KnitCircus Yarns in 
Madison!  Road trip! 

 Of course, the best and most important reason to join us at the 
first meeting of the new Guild Year is to reconnect with friends and to 
make new ones.  You may have missed the inspiration that you get whilst 
being with other knitters during the summer, OR you might have been 
knitting up a storm and have a small mountain of FOs (Finished Objects) 
to share at our monthly Show and Tell.  BRING IT!  I hope that there’ll be 
time for me to show my stack of FOs. 

 Your former Prez, Kathy Schnitzius 

Next Guild Meeting TUESDAY, 

September 18th 6:30 PM        

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

~ 401 West Ave., La Crosse 

Est 2010 

55 Members! 
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Mission Statement:  

“The Three Rivers Knitting Guild brings knitters together.  

 We provide learning opportunities from presenters, from each other, and 
through yarn and fiber adventures  

 We offer charity knitting opportunities  

 We cultivate and encourage our community of knitters.”  
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September Program: 

 
Welcome to another year of Three Rivers Knitting Guild 
programs and activities!  Your board members met over 

the summer to plan for your knitting enjoyment, learning, 

and fellowship. 

Our theme for this guild year is “Passport to Knitting.”  

I’m sure you can tell by the title the direction we will be 

going with this, but I guarantee you some surprises.  You 

will have to attend the first meeting to get the specifics.  

So mark your calendars for next week Tuesday, 

September 18 and join us at 6:30 p.m. to kick off another 

year of knitting fun and adventure! 

 

by Beth Schmelling 

Thanks to Yarnology, Unwound, Fitting Knit, Ewetopia, 

Blue Heron Knittery, and 

Just Stitch It! for a 

very enjoyable first ever 

Driftless Loop Yarn Shop 

Hop!  May there be many 

more………… 
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YarnCakes 
1 2 3  H a m i l t o n  S t .  W .   

W e s t  S a l e m ,  W I  

6 0 8 - 6 1 2 - 0 1 9 1  

w w w . y a r n c a k e s . n e t  

Where  you can have  your  cake  and kni t  i t  too !  

B e r r oc o—H i Ko o —S c h o p p e l —M al a br i g o — M i s t i  Al p a ca  

P e e per s —Ad d i —C h i a o g o o —C l o ver  

Store Hours: 
 

Tuesday- Friday: 11am-6pm 

Saturday: 11am-5pm 

Sunday- Monday: CLOSED 
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The “Close Knits” knitting group visited The HW Farm Shoppe at Hickory Wind Farm - Alpacas & 

Fiber on July 24.  In addition to shopping for yarn, roving, socks, and other alpaca fiber products, 

the group was introduced to the alpacas:  mom Lolah, her yearling daughter Alice, and her baby 

cria Lazlo (who needed a rest after all of the attention!) 
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What I Did This Summer 

My son had a baseball tournament north of Minneapolis so my 12 year 

old daughter and I found ourselves with a free afternoon in the Twin 

Cities. After consulting with the yarn experts on the TRKG Facebook 

page, we decided to make the trek into the city to visit Steven Be Knit. I 

was convinced when Dain wrote, “It’s like entering a magical yarn 

wonderland.” I was concerned that my daughter might get bored while I 

explored. Was I wrong! Upon stepping into the store, we spotted Steven 

immediately. My daughter was in awe upon discovering that Steven was 

wearing lime green high tops covered with rhinestones. A very lovely 

woman showed me around and eventually introduced me to Steven’s 

mother, who was knitting in the store. For those who don’t know, she 

owned a shop in Galesville for 47 years. Before long, Steven himself came over to help me with his 

“ponchini” and that’s when he discovered my daughter. He spent the next hour doting on her and 

plying her with ice cream and asking her to come back next summer and help in his store. She walked 

out with sunglasses (and a summer internship!) and I walked out with a great new knitting project. My 

daughter and I can’t wait for our next trip to Steven Be’s. It has to be seen to be believed! 

 -Linn Kotnour 
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Stitch of the Month 
The Stitch of the Month is a knitting stitch suitable for use in knitting a dishcloth. 

Mini Smocking Stitch  (a variation of the Pillar Stitch, aka the Bamboo Stitch) 

Multiples of 4 +2 

ROWS 1 and 3 (ws): Purl 

Row 2: K2, *YO, K2, pass YO over the 2 Knit stitches, K2, *repeat to end. 

Row 4: K4, *YO, K2, pass YO over the 2 knit stitches; Repeat from * to end, K2. 

Repeat these four rows for the pattern. 

Source: The Weekly Stitch.com 

TRKG Members, please submit Your favorite knitting stitch for dishcloths, scarves, a afghan or 

blanket.  We would like to include your favorites in the Stitch of the Month segment of the newsletter, 

“My Favorite Stitch.”  

Send your favorite Stitch and why you like it, what you like to use it for and include suggested yarn 

weights dtuschl@gmail.com 

By Del Tuschl 

mailto:dtuschl@gmail.com
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Charity Knitting ready for the new year 
 
The guild is continuing making two projects for the 2018-19 guild year: 
 KISS blanket strips (or the whole blanket, if that suits you better) for kids going into foster care 

and 
 Facecloth-and-soap kits for the county. 
  
Susann Skinner, who currently has custody of our donated yarn because SHE HAS A GARAGE, has 
put together bagged kits for the blanket strips, available at guild meetings. Ellen Severson has 
connected with a group that has extra yarn to donate, so soon we will be even more awash in free 
yarn. 
  
Two things: 
 Susann and Ellen would be glad to hear ideas for charity knitting projects, so feel free to contact 

them. (Knitting for community groups can wax and wane. Remember those dialysis sleeves we 
made a few years ago? Another knitting group latched on to those for a project, so we don’t need 
to make them, too.) 

 We’re looking for a new name for “charity knitting,” which for some people carries vaguely 

negative connotations. Knitting for Others? Sharing Stitches? Suggestions are welcome. 

 

Ellen Severson and Susann Skinner 
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3432 55th St NW ∞ Rochester, MN 

507-288-9051 

Area  Fest iva ls  and Events  

 September 29, 2018—Hickory Wind Farm Alpacas & Fiber—Alpaca Farm Days Open House, Bangor, WI 

 September 29-October 1, 2018—North Star Farm Tour—self-guided tour of twelve Twin Cities-regional fiber farms 

 October 1-7, 2018—Spinzilla—Venues vary—check with local yarn shops—There were 5,163,890 yards of yarn spun 

in 2017. 

 October 12-14, 2018—Madtown Shop Hop—Twelve shops in Madison, Verona, Mt. Horeb, Spring Green, and more 

 November 9-11, 2018—VogueKnitting Live—Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN 

Please let the Newsletter Editor know the dates of any festivals of interest to our members.  There are comprehensive list-

ings of events at http://fiddleheadfibers.com/fiber-festivals-list/ and http://www.knittersreview.com/upcoming_events. 

Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 9:30 am—8:00 pm 

Friday: 9:30 am—6:00 pm 

Saturday: 9:30 am—5:00 pm 

Sit and Knit (and Crochet!) - Free 
Tuesdays: 4:00 pm to 7:00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

https://www.hickorywindfarm.com/
http://www.northstarfarmtour.com/tour-farms-7-12.html
https://www.tnna.org/page/Spinzilla
https://knitcircus.com/pages/madtown-yarn-shop-hop
https://www.vogueknittinglive.com/minneapolis18/begin?code=SUB10
http://fiddleheadfibers.com/fiber-festivals-list/
http://www.knittersreview.com/upcoming_events
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Blue Heron Knittery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.blueheronknittery.com 

Decorah, Iowa 

6-8 Monday Drop In & Knit 

11-5 Tuesday-Friday 

10-4 Saturday 

 

We are on Water Street (the main street) of Decorah, Iowa. Travelling 

west on Water Street, look for the building on your right. There are 

only two buildings in town with a green turret, and the other is on the 

opposite side of the road, so it's quite easy to spot. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 10am-6pm 

Wednesday 10am-6pm 

Thursday 12am-8pm 

Friday 10am-6pm 

Saturday 10am-5pm 

Sunday 1pm-4pm 

www.yarnologymn.com 

Winona, Minnesota 

Are You Ready for a Knit-Along? 

September 1 - 29 

Join us to kick off the fall knitting season!  

 We will be knitting the Weekender Sweater ---a cozy, easy, wear-
with-everything pullover by Andrea Mowry.  

OR......if a pullover isn't your thing, knit the Veronika Cardigan ---a 
roomy, effortless cardi by Shannon Cook. 

 

The details... 

--Join us each Saturday in September from 3-5pm. There will be 
prizes and lots of moral support! 

  --Yarn: worsted weight; suggestions---Blue Sky Fibers Woolstok, 
Stonehedge Shepherd's Wool, Berroco Ultra Wool just to name a 
few.  

 --Be sure to swatch prior to the first KAL session so that you can 
jump right into your project! 

 --Not in town? Not to worry, we have many customers doing the KAL 
remotely! Please be sure to tag us on any social media. 

 --There is no charge to participate.  

  

 Take Heart  Trunk Show 

 September 1 - 30 

  We will have all the samples from the Take 
Heart book in the shop for you to touch, try on 

and be inspired!  

   

 

 

 This book focuses on lovely knitted accesso-
ries and the trunk show is sure to inspire you!  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=100210434&msgid=997996&act=ILQB&c=966411&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ravelry.com%2Fpatterns%2Flibrary%2Fthe-weekender-5%3Fmc_cid%3D93192c4bf0%26mc_eid%3D49ead2b836
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=100210434&msgid=997996&act=ILQB&c=966411&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ravelry.com%2Fpatterns%2Flibrary%2Fveronika-cardigan
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=100210434&msgid=997996&act=ILQB&c=966411&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ravelry.com%2Fpatterns%2Fsources%2Ftake-heart-a-transatlantic-knitting-journey%2Fpatterns
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=100210434&msgid=997996&act=ILQB&c=966411&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ravelry.com%2Fpatterns%2Fsources%2Ftake-heart-a-transatlantic-knitting-journey%2Fpatterns


11 

 

 

 

M o n d a y  1 0 a m - 7 p m :  T u e s d a y - W e d n e s d a y  1 0 a m - 5 p m  

T h u r s d a y  1 0 a m - 6 p m  :  F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  1 0 a m - 5 p m  

www.ewetopiafibershop.com 

Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Our Guild needs some new Board members for the next two-year term.  These positions will be open 

starting this summer, and we will need nominees to fill the openings by our April meeting: 

President and Programs and Activities Chair/committee 
 

Please give serious consideration to helping our Guild by offering your leadership in one of these 

areas.  We'll be asking for your self-nomination at our next two meetings. 

Our Guild is only as strong as WE MAKE IT! 

Looking to connect between meetings? Want to find info on guild programs? Need help fast? You'll see infor-
mation from guild members and our sponsors at these three sites:  

 Three Rivers Knitting Guild website: http://www.threeriversknitting.org. 

 Facebook group page (a private group for members only): http://www.facebook.com/groups/
threeriversknittingguild. 

 Ravelry (share tips, tricks, and knit-a-longs!): http://www.ravelry.com/groups/three-rivers-knitting-guild. 

If you have any questions about the Guild’s online presence, contact Kathy Schnitzius at schnitz96@aol.com. 
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T h a nk  Yo u  to  o u r  A dve r t i se r s !    

Your 2018-19 Board and Committee Chairs 

President   

Vice President  Beth Ault-Brinker  608-461-1585        reckless_sailor@mac.com 

Secretary  Mary Seger    608-796-1282        me.segar@outlook.com 

Treasurer  Linn Kotnour   608-849-7056        kotnours@yahoo.com 

Membership  Dianne Bone   608-790-5135        mommabone@gmail.com 

Programs  Beth Schmeling   612-558-1561        pbschmel@yahoo.com 

   Kathy Schnitzius  608-399-1518        schnitz96@aol.com 

Charity   Susann Skinner            yahsureyoubetcha@hotmail.com 

   Ellen Severson   608-385-1978        ellenqofsheba#gmail.com 

Social Media  Terri Wolfgram   608-385-1397        thewolfgrams@gmail.com 

   Mandy Braun-Carson   608-518-0345        mandersj27@gmail.com 

Advertising  Jean Krueger   715-570-8219        riverats307@gmail.com 

Newsletter  Harriet Snow   608-781-4828        snowiedale@centurytel.net  

Yarnology  

65 East 3rd St. ∞ Winona, MN 

www.yarnologymn.com  

507-474-9444  

Just Stitch It Meisch Upholstery 

14574 County 12 ∞ Caledonia, MN 

www.juststitchitmu.com 

507-725-2708 

Ewetopia Fiber Shop  

122 S. Main St ∞ Viroqua, WI 

www.ewetopiafibershop.com  

608-637-3443 

 

 

 

 

Abacus Dyeworks 

Abacusdyeworks.com 

Lisa@abacusdyeworks.com 

 

Hickory Wind Farm-Alpacas & Fiber  

N7080 Garves Coulee Rd, Bangor, WI  

www.hickorywindfarm.com  

608-486-4868  

Blue Heron Knittery  

300 W Water St ∞ Decorah, IA 

www.blueheronknittery.com  

563-517-1059 

Kelleys Quality Sewing  Center 

3432 55th St NW ∞ Rochester, MN 

http://kqsc.net 

507-288-9051 

Unwound Artisan Yarn Shop 

413 Jay Street—La Crosse, Wi 

www.unwoundshop.com 

608-519-3722 

Yarn Cakes 

123 Hamilton St. W—West Salem, WI 

www.yarncakes.net 

608-612-0191 

KnitCircus Yarns 

582 Grand Canyon Dr—Madison, WI 

www.knitcircus.com 

608-841-1421 

http://www.yarnologymn.com
http://www.juststitchitmu.com
http://www.ewetopiafibershop.com
https://www.abacusdyeworks.com/
http://www.hickorywindfarm.com
http://www.blueheronknittery.com
http://kqsc.net/
https://www.unwoundshop.com/
http://www.yarncakes.net
http://www.yarncakes.net
http://www.knitcircus.com

