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Letters of Appreciation 

Prior to the Pandemic finding people to fill board positions at TRKG was difficult.   Family life, work life, 

illness, aging and retirement pull us in many directions.   People lost dear family members to the virus, 

we lost a Sense of normalcy and the national division brought more stress and loss.    

Knitting, friends and family eased the stress.  The TKRG Board continued forward and worked to bring 

the joy of knitting and fellowship to our members.  All the board members deserve our hearty apprecia-

tion and respect for their enthusiasm, tenacity and loyalty.  Beth Schmeling and Kathy Schnitzius were 

and are creative coordinators.   The willingness to stay in their positions in the hope of keeping the 

Guild intact  reflects the essence of determined, good hearted knitting leaders.   

My mitts clap in thanks, my shawl drapes in awe and my cowl encircles with warmth for everything this 

TRKG Board accomplished.                    

                                                                                                                                             Kay Adams-Fleig 

 

When I was new to the La Crosse area ,the TRKG was one of the first groups I joined.  I am so im-

mensely appreciative of the knowledge, friendship, skills and support the Guild has provided.  I want to 

especially thank those who served in the various leadership positions that made the Guild such a wel-

coming and relevant group.  You all are greatly appreciated and your efforts made so many of us (even 

novices like me) feel a part of the knitting community.                                             

                                                                                                                                                 Robin Schmidt 

 

I want to thank and pay tribute to everyone who has been part of our Three Rivers Knitting Guild, lead-

ers and members, over the years.  

Many members have been with the Guild from the beginning; many have joined along the way. Every 

one has shown generosity of spirit, welcoming each other at monthly meetings, sharing knowledge and 

practical advice. The Guild has indeed been a group where, “If you can sit and knit, you’ll fit.” 

For each of us the Guild has its own meaning. I’ve been proud to be part of a group that honors and 

promotes the craft of knitting. It has been a pleasure to gather with others who enjoy the process of 

manipulating stitches, who thrill at finished projects, who love to look at and learn new stitch patterns, 

and are fascinated by fiber origins, textures, construction, and colors.  

I am grateful to those who over the years have taken on leadership roles, particularly the early organiz-

ers who had the task of shaping a new organization, and the current board, many of whom served ad-

ditional terms to keep the Guild going, and who now are bringing the Guild to its conclusion while con-

tinuing to provide learning and charity opportunities. 

  Thank you - Thank you - Thank you!                                                                            Karen Acker 
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May Meeting: You Won’t Want to Miss This! 

Our May meeting promises to be memorable!  We will be drawing for fabu-

lous Bingo prizes from six of our sponsor shops.  The six major prizes are 

individually worth up to $75, and six smaller prizes are each worth up to 

$15!  You’ve heard it repeatedly, but it is worth saying again:  You can’t win 

unless you submit your Bingo card!  Mark off your boxes, add your name 

and snap a picture!  You can email it to Kathy, our Prez, at 

schnitz96@aol.com.  It is not necessary for you to be at the Zoom meeting 

to win, but why wouldn’t you want to be?  We will have our last ever Show 

and Tell, and hear all about the summer knitting workshops being planned 

for June, July and August.  We have commitments from some nationally 

known teachers and designers to share their knowledge!  It is free for any 

guild member!  See “LOOKING AHEAD!” for more information.  Plan to set 

aside the evening of Tuesday, May 18 at 6:30 p.m. for the guild’s last regu-

lar meeting.   

Mission Statement 

“The Three Rivers 

Knitting Guild brings 

knitters together.   

 

We provide learning 

opportunities from 

presenters, from 

each other, and 

through yarn and fi-

ber adventures   

 

We offer charity knit-

ting opportunities   

 
We cultivate and en-

courage our commu-

nity of knitters.” 
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May Meeting 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88456089686?pwd=VnZEcnJlYytuRDI2TmRFLzZ1TWx1UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 884 5608 9686         Passcode: MayTRKG 

Hello, Everyone!  Well, this will be our last newsletter-ever, so we hope you like it! 

 While there will be only one more general membership meeting (which I hope you’ll all attend), that will 

not be the last activity which our Guild will be sponsoring.  There will be three or more virtual summer classes 

which our guild will be offering at no cost to you!  The first class will be offered by Ann Budd, noted knitting author 

and instructor, on June 12 from 1-3 PM.  During these two hours, she will actually be teaching two 1-hour classes 

to help you add  expertise to your knitted garments.  Check out more information elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 The Three Rivers Knitting Guild Treasury has a hefty balance even though we did not collect dues from 

the 2019-20 members for this guild year, nor did we collect sponsors’ fees for 2020-21.  We had plans to invite 

talented knitting instructors to teach us in person in the spring and fall of 2020 and this spring, too.  We would 

have spent most of the treasury on the associated costs of in-person instruction, such as mileage, motels, and 

meals, and on carryover funds.  Then, COVID happened. It turns out that virtual instruction is about half as expen-

sive as bringing someone here.  So to spend down our checking account balance, the Board has decided to offer 

you virtual classes during the summer of 2021.  We have some great instructors on board and in the planning 

stages.  The Board is recommending that any remaining funds left after all expenses are paid by late August be 

donated to WAFER.  We will ask for your support of this recommendation at our May meeting.  In late August, we 

will send all members an accounting of all funds spent during 2021. 

 Don’t forget to get me a photo of your BINGO card for the prize drawings during our May meeting: Tues-

day, May 18 @ 6:30 PM via Zoom.  Mark each space which you have accomplished and write your name on the 

card.  Eight spaces =1 chance to win, 12=2 chances, 15=3 chances, and 20=4 chances.  We have purchased 

prizes from each of our sponsor shops, and they’re marvelous!  Send your photos to me at schnitz96@aol.com. 

 As previously mentioned, we will be closing down the TRKG Facebook group by the end of the summer.  If 

you enjoy this platform for sharing knitting ditties and for getting help on knitting conundrums, you might want to 

start your own group and invite our members to join.  I’ll join for sure! 

 Our board does not want to leave you high and dry, so we are planning to share all of the member names 

and emails with all of you unless you opt out.  This way, you’ll be able to contact other knitters for get togethers 

and what have you.  Please send me an email if you want to opt out. Our gmail account will remain active for the 

foreseeable future, so if you need to get in touch, I’ll answer! 

 May Meeting Recap: 

Tuesday, May 18, 6:30 PM via Zoom 

More information about SUMMER CLASSES! 

Vote on Board recommendation, see above 

Questions answered 

BINGO card Prize Drawings 

BIG SHOW and TELL-bring it all! 

Hoping to see you on May 18 and at our virtual classes this summer!                                 Kathy Schnitzius, Pres. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88456089686%3Fpwd%3DVnZEcnJlYytuRDI2TmRFLzZ1TWx1UT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C89a3545004d74b23cf6608d911af288f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637560266444947735%7CUn
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One-Skein Project 

I have returned to the “Garter Ear Flap Hat” pattern 

by Purl Soho over and over again.  It is knitted on size 

7 or 8 needles, depending on the yarn, with a gauge 

of 4.25 stitches=1 inch in garter.  I have used wor-

sted weight yarn and chunkier yarn, too.  The pattern 

has stitch counts for baby to adult large sizes.  Short 

rows are used to shape the ear flaps, but the wraps 

are not picked up, so this hat is surprisingly quick 

and easy. 

The finished product is satisfyingly professional-

looking—and who doesn’t love that tiny tassel on top? 

 

Submitted by Kathy Schnitzius 
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Stitch of the Month—Reversible slip-stitch dishcloth 

I don’t know about you, but I really dislike showing the wrong side 

of knitted objects. This is so hard to avoid with blankets, scarves, 

and the humble dishcloth. 

It occurred to me that maybe a compromise would be to have 

each side be a little bit of wrong side and a little bit of right side. 

The two pictures at left are the front and back (or the back and 

front?) of my sample. 

Just search in Ravelry for the Brick Stitch Dishcloth or the Ball 

Band Dishcloth pattern. But here’s the trick: the main color rows 

(white in the sample) must be worked in an odd number of rows. 

That way you will alternate which side is facing you when working 

the slip-stitch sections. 

My example did produce a lot of ends to weave in. The color 

changes were far enough apart that I did not carry each color up 

the side.  

                                                                         Marygrace Horner 
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Looking Ahead 

Attention Guild members!  You have a great opportunity to ex-

pand your knitting knowledge with a variety of classes available 

this summer at NO COST!  The teachers we have contacted have 

taught on the national level at many and varied knitting confer-

ences, such as Vogue Knitting and Stitches.  Due to the pandem-

ic, they have developed ways to teach “live” online and we are 

the fortunate beneficiaries.  As Kathy mentioned in her presi-

dent’s letter, it is much more cost effective to have online classes 

and so we are able to have MORE classes! 

 

Our plan is to have a class every month during the summer, and 

perhaps even a bonus class.  Our first workshop is Saturday, June 

12 from 1-3 p.m.  Mark your calendar to attend two one-hour 

classes taught back to back.  Guild members have often asked 

for a class on these related topics, and now you have it! 

 

Ann Budd, designer, teacher and author of several knitting books will teach us first about “Finishing Fi-

nesse,” followed by “Sweater Seaming.”  Tips and tricks for professional results covered in “Finishing 

Finesse” touch on casting on, binding off, selvedge stitches, picking up stitches, weaving ends, and 

more!  In “Sweater Seaming,” Ann will discuss and demonstrate three basic seams for joining sweater 

pieces.  Homework can be done for this class if the student wants to work along with Ann as she 

demonstrates, though that isn’t necessary.  Each class comes with a handout to refer to, illustrating the 

key points.  Additionally, Ann will make available a re-

cording of the class for seven days in case students 

want to hear it again. 

 

Two weeks before class, all guild members will be 

emailed an invitation to take the class.  All you have to 

do is reply to the email and you will be registered!  Only 

registered students will be sent the meeting link as 

well as class pdf’s and instructions for optional sup-

plies and homework.  What could be easier?   

 

What a great perk of your membership in the guild!  

Plan to take advantage of these opportunities…..and 

stay tuned for further developments for summer clas-

ses!!! 
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Three Rivers Knitting Guild Sponsors 

These organizations support the work of the Three Rivers Knitting Guild through their sponsorships. In addition, they offer 

discounts to Guild members upon presentation of a membership card for the current year. Please make a point of thanking 

them for their sponsorship when you visit their shops and businesses. 

A Place to Sew 

125 De Soto St., De Soto, WI 

Facebook: A Place to  Sew 

www.aplacetosew.com 

608-244-4556 

 

Blue Heron Knittery  

300 W Water St., Decorah, IA 

Facebook: Blue Heron Knittery 

www.blueheronknittery.com563-

517-1059 

Ewetopia Fiber Shop  

122 S. Main St., Viroqua, WI 

Facebook: Ewetopia 

www.ewetopiafibershop.com 

608-637-3443 

KnitCircus Yarns 

582 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, WI 

Facebook: KnitCircus 

www.knitcircus.com 

608-841-1421 

Yarn Cakes 

123 Hamilton St. W, West Salem, WI 

Facebook: Yarn Cakes 

www.yarncakes.net 

608-612-0191 

Yarnology 

65 East 3rd St., Winona, MN 

Facebook: Yarnology 

www.yarnologymn.com 

507-474-9444 

 

Just Stitch It Meisch Upholstery 

14574 County 12, Caledonia, MN 

Facebook: Just Stitch It Meisch Upholstery 

507-725-2708 

http://www.aplacetosew.com/
http://www.blueheronknittery.com/
http://www.ewetopiafibershop.com/
http://www.knitcircus.com/
http://www.yarncakes.net/
http://www.yarncakes.net/
http://www.yarnologymn.com/
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Thank You, Board Members 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to our current Three Rivers Knitting Guild Board members for their 

dedication in serving our guild. 

Beth Ault-Brinker has volunteered to serve as the Vice-president of the Board for since the fall of 2018.  Her will-

ingness to serve on the Board and her participation in our decision-making has been invaluable. 

Linn Kotnour has volunteered to be the treasurer since fall of 2018.  She was relatively new to the guild and 

jumped right in.  She has taken this job very seriously and has suggested some important changes.  Additional-

ly, her participation in decision-making has been so helpful. 

Beth Schmeling has been the chairperson of the Programs and Activities Committee since fall of 2017. Our Guild 

would have looked quite different without Beth’s dedication to quality programming.  She was always on the 

lookout for new opportunities in monthly programming and special activities and classes.  She also has a gift 

for helping people to feel welcome.  Prior to holding this position, Beth also spent two years as the Advertising 

and Sponsorship chair. 

Barbara Bruneau volunteered to help with the newsletter in a pinch in the fall of 2019 while she was also the 

chair of the Advertising and Sponsorship Committee.  Additionally, her professional expertise has been appre-

ciated during decision-making at Board meetings. 

Dianne Bone stepped forward to help in any way that she could when we needed it.  We asked her to be in 

charge of the website last year, and she agreed-hallelujah!  Prior to helping with this she served as the Mem-

bership Chairperson, and prior to doing that, she was the secretary of the Board.  Dianne has lent her sugges-

tions and support to the guild for many years. 

Marygrace Horner also stepped forward to help the guild last year even though she was a new member.  

Marygrace took on the role of newsletter editor as a pro and spent the time to learn all things necessary to pro-

duce a beautiful newsletter.  She has also participated in Board meetings with an attentive ear and with 

thoughtful suggestions. 

Liz Weber joined the charity committee as a member early last year and took over as chair this year.  She has 

been collecting and hauling charity yarn and projects ever since.  While it has been a challenge during COVID, 

she has figured out a way to continue her charity work. 

Maria Runde offered to help the Board out with keeping Membership records when our Membership Chair 

stepped away last year.  Her attention to details and effective communication in this role has been very much 

appreciated in our time of need.  

You have all been such wonderful assistants in keeping our guild operating for these many years.  Every one of 

you have earned my utmost respect and appreciation for your years of service. 

Kathy 

And thank YOU, Kathy,  

For your dedication, leadership, and willingness to persevere as president for the last five years 

For your service before that as Charity board member 

For sharing your outstanding organizational skills 

For embracing the new world of meeting virtually 

And for bringing and keeping all of us together. 


