
April 2021 

Let’s Go Out With a Bang! 

Hello, Everyone! In last month’s issue of the Three Rivers Knitting Guild newsletter, the Board made an 

announcement that we would be dissolving the guild by the end of August 2021.  We’ve had virtual pre-

senters in February, March, and we will be having another skilled knitting presenter, Roxanne Richard-

son, this month, too.  By nature of the fact that a virtual presenter costs much less than bringing one to 

La Crosse, we will still have funds remaining which we plan to spend on 3 classes this summer!  These 

will be free of charge to our members. Check out the article about the presenters whom we hope to bring 

to you via Zoom. 

****If you missed the March letter from the Board about closing the guild, please HOLD DOWN THE 

CONTROL KEY and click here.**** 

Our May meeting will feature an awards ceremony of sorts.  Your BINGO card will be your ticket(s) to the 

prize jar.  We will have 12 prizes from our sponsor shops.  The more spaces that you have completed, the 

more chances you will have to win.  We ask that you get a photo of your BINGO card to me (Kathy: 

schnitz96@aol.com) or send me your paper copy (813 Winchester Ln; Holmen, WI 54636).  Deadline for 

receipt of BINGO cards: May 16.  

 Here’s how many entries to the prize drawing your BINGO card will earn: 

  8 boxes dated or crossed out=1 entry 

  12 boxes completed=2 entries 

  15 boxes completed=3 entries 

  20 boxes completed=4 entries 

Member contact list: so that you can stay in contact with your friends from the guild, we will distribute a 

list of current members names and email addresses to all members after the May meeting.  If you do not 

want to be included, please let Kathy know via her email or the Guild’s gmail. 

We will miss the camaraderie that the guild provided.  If you are a member of the Guild’s Facebook group 

and you value what it provides to us, you might want to consider starting your own group and extending 

an invitation to the members of the Guild’s Facebook group to join. 

Roxanne Richardson will be at our Zoom Meeting on Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 PM.  She lives in Minneso-

ta and has a You Tube channel with many archived videos.  Check her out if you haven’t already.  If there 

is time after her presentation and Q&A, we will have a Show and Tell, so have your FOs ready to go! 

Hoping you can join us for our April Guild meeting.  It’s so great to see you all there. 

 

 Kathy Schnitzius, Pres. 

mailto:schnitz96@aol.com
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Mission Statement 

“The Three Rivers Knitting 

Guild brings knitters togeth-

er.   

 

We provide learning oppor-

tunities from presenters, 

from each other, and 

through yarn and fiber ad-

ventures   

 

We offer charity knitting op-

portunities   

 
We cultivate and encourage 

our community of knitters.” 

April Meeting 

At our April Zoom meeting we will be hearing from Vlogger and Masterknitter 

Roxanne Richardson, a resident of the Twin Cities.   Roxanne is host to an 

active Ravelry group.  She is also the host of twice weekly Youtube videos, 

“Technique Tuesday” and “Casual Friday”.   

 

Roxanne will be talking to us about vintage knits, a special interest of hers.  

She collects vintage knitting patterns and is working toward knitting a 

sweater from each decade.  She will also have a question and answer ses-

sion as well as tell us a bit about her life as a vlogger.   

 

Roxanne is an excellent technical knitter.  If you have a question on a partic-

ular knitting technique, Roxanne has most likely recorded a video to explain 

it.  Check our her youtube channel, “roxknits”. 

 

Our April meeting will once again follow the Zoom format.  Mark your calen-

dar for Tuesday. April 20. 

At right: Beth Schmeling’s Grade A eggs! 

Following Marie Mayhew’s guidance, Beth 

used Lamb’s Pride Worsted and Patons 

100% wool yarns. Great results, as you can 

see! A number of embellishing techniques— 

needle felting, beading, embroidery, and 

buttons — made each unique. Beth hung a 

few from her mantel and gave away a few 

more as gifts. 
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My All-Time Favorite One-Skein Project 

   Throughout my travels, my favorite souvenir is a 

skein of irresistible sock yarn or hand-dyed fingering 

weight yarn.  It doesn’t take up much space in your 

luggage, is lightweight, and will provide hours of fu-

ture entertainment as you knit something special 

with it and think of all the memories of your vaca-

tion.  

 

   The perfect pattern to use with your special sock 

yarn is the “Willow Cowl” by Amelia Lyon which is 

available on Ravelry.  The cowl may look complex, 

but it is simply a combination of regular knit stitch-

es, a basic decrease stitch and yarnover.  

   

Submitted by Cathy Ells 
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Fabulous Fiber AND One Skein Project 

This Fabulous Fiber is a 51% silk, 49% bamboo blend spun by Kindred 

Threads of Viroqua. I purchased the last remaining skeins at Unwound in the 

summer or fall of 2020. At 324 yards per 3.5 ounce skein, it would fall into 

the sport or DK category. 

I love knitting with wool but absolutely cannot tolerate it against my neck, so I 

always perk up when hand dyed, hand spun silk is available. The topaz color-

way is a toasty shade of camel.  

The smooth surface and subtle shine first screamed CABLES — what great 

stitch definition I would get! But then I ran across the Briery pattern by Laura 

Aylor (available on Ravelry, of course). Because the yarn has no halo, the 

slipped stitches stand in visible relief against the stockinette background.  

The pattern is not difficult, but I did appreciate having every row written out. I 

found that crossing out each row as I finished it was very helpful in keeping 

my place. The pattern quality makes it worth the $6.00 purchase. 

I originally expected to knit myself one cabled scarf — an indulgence with 

each skein ringing up at $36.00! But I ended up knitting two cowls and giving 

one to a friend. 

      By Marygrace Horner 
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Looking Ahead 

May brings us to the close of our regularly scheduled guild meetings.  Hopefully you have been adding to your BINGO card.  At 

our May meeting we will be drawing for some great prizes.  In order to qualify for the drawing, your BINGO card must be sub-

mitted either physically or by photo to guild president Kathy Schnitzius.  Her snail mail is 813 Winchester Ln, Holmen, 54636 

and her email is schnitz96@aol.com.  The deadline is May 16. 

 

To review:  Eight boxes checked off equals your name going into the “hat” once.  Twelve boxes checked off gives you two 

chances, fifteen gives you three, and twenty gives you four.  You will only be allowed to win one prize but having your name in 

the mix more than once gives you more chances to win!   

 

Also in May we will be sharing details of the virtual workshops being offered during the summer months by nationally known 

teachers and designers.  Scheduling and classes are being worked out.  The plan is to offer three two-hour workshops in June, 

July and August.  These workshops will be at no additional cost to current members.  So far we have had discussions with Ann 

Budd and Melissa Leapman.  We will schedule some on Saturdays and some on weekday evenings to try to accommodate 

members’ varying schedules. 

 

Time permitting, we will also be enjoying a final show and tell.  Make plans to share your latest finished object or work in pro-

gress.  

 

While it is sad that our guild has not survived this tumultuous year, it is gratifying to be “going out with a bang”!  Your board is 

hopeful that guild members will enjoy these final programs and workshops!   

 

You are welcome to take any and all workshops. 

mailto:schnitz96@aol.com
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Three Rivers Knitting Guild Sponsors 

These organizations support the work of the Three Rivers Knitting Guild through their sponsorships. In addition, they offer 

discounts to Guild members upon presentation of a membership card for the current year. Please make a point of thanking 

them for their sponsorship when you visit their shops and businesses. 

A Place to Sew 

125 De Soto St., De Soto, WI 

Facebook: A Place to  Sew 

www.aplacetosew.com 

608-244-4556 

 

Blue Heron Knittery  

300 W Water St., Decorah, IA 

Facebook: Blue Heron Knittery 

www.blueheronknittery.com563-

517-1059 

Ewetopia Fiber Shop  

122 S. Main St., Viroqua, WI 

Facebook: Ewetopia 

www.ewetopiafibershop.com 

608-637-3443 

KnitCircus Yarns 

582 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, WI 

Facebook: KnitCircus 

www.knitcircus.com 

608-841-1421 

Yarn Cakes 

123 Hamilton St. W, West Salem, WI 

Facebook: Yarn Cakes 

www.yarncakes.net 

608-612-0191 

Yarnology 

65 East 3rd St., Winona, MN 

Facebook: Yarnology 

www.yarnologymn.com 

507-474-9444 

 

Just Stitch It Meisch Upholstery 

14574 County 12, Caledonia, MN 

Facebook: Just Stitch It Meisch Upholstery 

507-725-2708 

http://www.aplacetosew.com/
http://www.blueheronknittery.com/
http://www.ewetopiafibershop.com/
http://www.knitcircus.com/
http://www.yarncakes.net/
http://www.yarncakes.net/
http://www.yarnologymn.com/
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TRKG Board Members 

Kathy Schnitzius, president 

schnitz96@aol.com  

Beth Ault-Brinker, vice-president   

recklesssailor@mac.com  

Linn Kotnour, treasurer           

kotnours@yahoo.com  

Beth Schmeling, programs and activities 

pbschmel@yahoo.com 

Liz Weber, Charity 

 lwknitter@gmail.com  

Barbara Bruneau, sponsorship & advertising  

bjbruneau12@gmail.com  

Dianne Bone, newsletter  

mommabone@gmail.com   

Marygrace Horner, newsletter 

Mhorner2@outlook.com  

Secretary, Social Media: Chair is empty 

Charity: Co-Chair is empty 

mailto:schnitz96@aol.com
mailto:reckless_sailor@mac.com
mailto:kotnours@yahoo.com
mailto:pbschmel@yahoo.com
mailto:lwknitter@gmail.com
mailto:bjbruneau12@gmail.com
mailto:mommabone@gmail.com
mailto:Mhorner2@outlook.com


Important Announcement 

“We’re so glad we had this time together. . . comes the time we have to say ‘So long.’” 

 
 After much discussion and with regret, the Board has made the difficult decision to disband the 

guild at the end of this program year.  Unfortunately, we do not have enough people in leadership to 

continue.  

 
 What does this mean for you? 

• Monthly programs will continue through May.  Bingo prizes will be drawn at the May meeting. 

• The Board is working to schedule a major knitting instructor in late spring. 

• We may have a special event to commemorate the wonderful history of the Guild. 

• We will continue to accept and donate charity items until our May meeting. 

• We will distribute all of our charity yarn to members for use in your own charity knitting. 

• The website and the Facebook group will continue through early summer. 

• We will share a membership directory with members unless you’ve opted out. 

• If people desire, we will facilitate the formation of small groups for continued knitting camara-

derie. 

  

 We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all of our current and former members.  Your 

participation has enriched our knitting knowledge, exploration, and friendships. So many of you have 

been in leadership and have helped to create the great guild which we have had during the past ten 

years.  We will miss being with you. 

 In addition, we would like to thank our sponsors who have provided us with wonderful opportuni-

ties to learn more about knitting and who have supplied us along the way!  We look forward to visiting 

with you in the future. 

 Please feel free to contact any Board members with your questions or comments. Board mem-

bers’ emails are listed at the end of this newsletter.  You can also reply to the Guild’s email from which 

this newsletter was sent. 

 

With Sincere Appreciation, 
The Members of the Three Rivers Knitting Guild Board 

March 2021 


